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2002

English 2603, Section 001

Dr. Bonnie Irwin
Office: 3871 Coleman
Office Phone: 581-6304 (e-mail: cfbdi@eiu.edu)
Office Hours: M 10-12; TuTh 1-2:30 and by appt.

TUTH 9:30-10:45
Coleman 3170

Course Description
The catalog describes this course as follows: "The myths, chiefly Greek and Roman, most often
retold, interpreted, or alluded to by the writers and literary critics of Western Europe and
America." What this means is that we will be reading many of the Major Greek and Roman
myths in their epic, dramatic, or lyric forms, learning the names of and relationships among the
gods and heroes of classical literature, and analyzing what the Greeks and Romans and later
civilizations thought of these stories.

In terms of format, I like to see a lively class. I will do whatever I can to keep you awake and
involved and interested. Don't be surprised to see a lot of small group interaction and a variety
of activities. I do not want to hear myself talk 150 minutes a week and I doubt you do either.
Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, I expect you to know ...
>- what myths are and how they function
>- the names of the Greek and Roman gods and major heroes
>- what some of the beliefs and customs of ancient Greeks and Romans were
>- what some of the myths of ancient Greeks and Romans are
>- the significance of similarities and differences among cultural myths and beliefs
>- that all subsequent Western cultures have made use if these myths in their art, literature,
philosophy, etc.

With this knowledge, I expect you to be able to ...
-,. recognize allusions to Greco-Roman myth in literary texts
>- analyze how and why Greco-Roman myths are used by later writers
>- learn different ways of teaching about myth and literature
>- enjoy
Texts

Harris and Platzner, Classical Mythology
Homer, Iliad
Ovid, Metamorphoses

There is a lot of reading in this course,
some selections easier than others.
Thus, discipline will be rewarded,
procrastination will get you into trouble.
You will enjoy most of the selections, I hope;
the issues they deal with are relevant in our culture
today, even if the names are strange.

Grade Breakdown:
Short Projects
Exams
Quizzes
Papen
Paper 2
Participation
Total

150 points
300 points
100 points
150 points
150 points
150 points
1000 points

Course Grade Calculator:
901-1000 points
A
801-900 points
B
701-800 points
C
601-700 points
D
0-600 points
F

Words of Advice on Grades
Adequate, Average work will earn you a 'C' in this course. If you merely go through the motions,
but do so with a certain amount of skill, you are an average (i.e. 'C') student. If you merely go
through the motions without much skill, you may very well earn a 'D'; missing deadlines
consistently or racking up lots of absences may also lead to a 'D'. Good work, i.e. extra effort and
good quality product will earn you a 'B.' Excellent work, i.e. going above and beyond the
requirements for assignments, using both skill and creativity, should earn you an 'A.' Keep in
mind that doing an assignment is no guarantee of an 'A' or 'B'-you must also do it well. If you
are shooting for a particular grade in this course, I advise that you come see me early so we can
discuss how you might best achieve that grade. I do not care what grade you need; I will do
whatever I can to help you earn the grade you want.
Attendance
I take attendance each class period, but there are no points assigned to attendance itself.
Instead, you are allowed three absences with no questions asked. After that, each absence will
mean a deduction in 25 points in your course grade. For example, missing a total of 7 classes (3
112 weeks or over 20% of the classes!) will result in your course grade being reduced by a full
grade. Of course, extended illnesses and emergencies will be accommodated, but I also expect
you to use your 3 absences wisely. Don't skip class at the beginning of the semester and then
expect me to be sympathetic later on if you get sick. You are responsible for taking care of your
own absences: getting the notes from a classmate, getting any handouts and assignments from
me. It is obviously in your best interest to attend class every time because you will always miss
something if you do not. For some of the participation points you will miss by missing class, I
will allow you to attend appropriate campus events and report on them.
Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please
contact the Office of disability Services at 581-6583 (9th St. Hall).
Papers
There will be two papers (approx. 5 pp. each) assigned. For the first and maybe for the second
as well, there will be a scheduled peer review session, by which time you must have a draft to
share with others in the class. You must revise one of the two papers. The grade on the revision
will be averaged with the first grade to determine your grade for the essay. One paper will be a
"biography" of a Greco-Roman god or hero. The other paper will be on modern heroes and how
they differ from those of the ancient Greeks and Romans. For both papers, you will have some
choice over your own topic, subject to my approval. Both papers will also entail an informal
class presentation as part of the grade.
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Electronic Writing Portfolio
If you need to submit an essay to your Electronic Writing Portfolio this year and did not submit

an essay last semester, please inform me as early in the semester as possible. Please consult the
assessment web site (www.eiu.edu/-assess).

English Department Policy on Plagiarism
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-"the appropriation of the language, ideas,
and/ or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work" (Random
House Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon
the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a grade
of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office.
Quizzes
Nearly every day, there will be a quiz on the assigned reading. This is primarily an
accountability measure: if you have done the reading, you should do well on the quiz. Some of
the quizzes will entail in-class writing and will form the basis for class discussions and activities.
Exams

There will be three exams. The two during the semester will be largely objective, consisting of
identifications, and short answer. The final will be an essay exam.

Short Projects
These will be mostly group projects, done in class, with an eye toward exercising your creative
side.
Questions??
If I've forgotten something or you have questions at any time, please feel free to drop by my
office (3871 Coleman)
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"The friend of wisdom is the friend of myth." (Aristotle, Greek philosopher)
Tu
Th

Jan8
Jan10

Introduction
What is Myth? How are we to interpret Myth?
How does Oral Tradition function in the transmission of Myth?
Read: Classical !vlythology, pp. 6-8, 27-46

"These things never happened, yet they always are." (Saloustios, 4th century Greek scholar)
Tu

Jan 15

Th

Jan 17

In the Beginning
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 49-51, 67-82
The Greek Pantheon
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 118-140
Biography Paper Assignments

"The halls of father Zeus / the thunderer shine with glee and ring, filled with voices / lily-soft
and heavenly, and the peaks of snowy Olympos /and the dwellings of the gods resound."
(Hesiod, Theogony)
Tu

Jan 22

Th

Jan24

Gods and Human Beings
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 142-157
The Rational Apollo
Read: Classical Mythology, 158-183

"What powerful god is this / whom you've seized, / whom you've tied up? / Not even our ship, /
sturdy as it is, / not even our ship can carry him."
(Hymn to Dionysus)
Tu

Jan29

Th

Jan31

The Many Faces of Dionysus
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 184-203
Examt

"There is mythology now as there was in the time of Homer, only we do not perceive it.
Mythology, in the highest sense, is the power exercised by language on thought in every possible
sphere of mental activity."
(F. Max Milller, Linguist and scholar of myth)
Tu

Feb 5

Th

Feb 7

Conflicts between gods and men: Pentheus
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 446-478
Conflicts between gods and men: Prometheus
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 488-520, 945-946

"Mythology is the study of whatever religious or heroic legends that are so foreign to a student's
experience that he cannot believe them to be true."
(Robert Graves, British poet and myth scholar)
Tu

Feb 12

Heroes (Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 228-254)
Hero Paper Assigned; Epic reading assignments
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Th

Feb 14

Discussion oflove in ancient Greece
Draft Day: Bring a complete draft of biography paper

"Rage: Sing Goddess, Achilles' rage, / Black and murderous, that cost the Greeks / Incalculable
pain, pitched countless souls / Of heroes into Hades' dark, / And left their bodies to rot as feasts
/For dogs and birds, as Zeus' will was done."
(Homer, Iliad proem)
Tu

Feb 19

Th

Feb21

Introduction to the Trojan War
Biography Paper Due
Iliad/ Odyssey

"If he must pay with his O'r\TI death for the crimes of bygone generations, then who is assured of
a life without sorrow?."
(Aeschylus, Oresteia)

Tu
Th

Feb26
Feb28

Iliad/ Odyssey
Iliad/ Odyssey

"Muse, tell me of the man of many wiles,/ the man who wandered many paths of exile/ after he
sacked Troy's sacred citadel."
(Homer, Odyssey)
Tu

Mars

Iliad/Odyssey, "Ulysses" and "Shield of Achilles"
Draft Day: Bring a complete draft of hero paper

Th

Mar 7

Exam2

Hero Paper due
"I married the woman I should not have married,
I killed the man whom I should not have killed."
(Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, 11. 1148-1149)
Tu

Mar19

Th

Mar21

Hades
Read: Classical Mythology, pp. 205-227, 938-940
Cursed Families
Oedipus/Atreus

"My intention is to tell of bodies changed / To different forms; the gods, who made the changes,
/ Will help me-or so I hope-with a poem"
(Ovid, Metamorphoses)
Tu
Th

Mar26
Mar28

Oedipus/Atreus
Oedipus/Atreus

"my name will be remembered/ Wherever Roman power rules conquered lands, / I shall be
read, and through all centuries,/ If prophecies of bards are ever truthful,/ I shall be living,
always."
(Ovid, Metamorphoses)
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Tu

Apr2

Th

Apr4

Women in Greco-Roman Myth: Goddesses
Read: Classical Mythology, 84-116, 953-954
Revised Paper due
Women in Greco-Roman Myth: Mortal Women
Read: Classical Mythology, 748-777

"The only legend I have ever loved is / the story of a daughter lost in hell."
(Even Boland, "The Pomegranate")
Tu

Apr 9

Th

Apr11

Roman Myth
Read: Classical Mythology, 781-807
Roman Myth
Read: Metamorphoses

"Greeks! You were not born to live like brutes,/ but to press on toward manhood and
recognition."
(Dante, Inferno)
Tu

Apr16

Th

Apr18

Roman Myth
Read: Metamorphoses
Roman Myth
Read: Metamorphoses

"Thy Godlike crime was to be kind, / To render with thy precepts less / The sum of human
wretchedness, /And strengthen Man with his own mind."
(Lord Byron, "Prometheus")
Tu

Apr23

Th

Apr25

Persistence of Myth
Read: Classical Mythology, 913-937
Review day - no class

"To create a myth, that is to say, to venture behind the reality of the sense to find a superior
reality, is the most manifest sign of the greatness of the human soul and the proof of its capacity
for infinite growth and development."
(Louis-Auguste Sabatier, French Protestant Theologian)
Th

May 2, 8 AM FINAL EXAM
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